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(lara.larramendi@mail.house.gov)[lara.larramendi@mail.house.gov]; Sam Oh 
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Ueremy_harrell@heller.senate.gov)Ueremy_harrell@heller.senate.gov]; Sarah Paul 
(sarah_paul@heller.senate.gov)[sarah_paul@heller.senate.gov]; Stephen Sifuentes 
(Stephen_sifuentes@heller.senate.gov)[Stephen_sifuentes@heller.senate.gov]; 
alexander_mcdonough@reid.senate.gov[alexander_mcdonough@reid.senate.gov]; 
jason_ unger@re id .senate .govUason_ unger@reid .senate .gov]; 
kristen_orthman@reid.senate.gov[kristen_orthman@reid.senate.gov]; 
lucas_ingvoldstad@reid.senate.gov[lucas_ingvoldstad@reid.senate.gov]; 
mary_conelly@reid.senate.gov[mary_conelly@reid.senate.gov]; 
ryan_mu lvenon @reid .senate .gov[ ryan_mu lvenon@reid .senate .gov]; 
sara_moffat@reid.senate.gov[sara_moffat@reid.senate.gov]; Shannon Raborn 
( shannon_raborn@reid .senate. gov)[ shannon_raborn@reid .senate .gov]; yolanda_garcia­
banuelos@reid .senate .gov[yolanda_garcia-banuelos@reid .senate .gov]; Ben Rosenbaum 
(ben.rosenbaum@mail.house.gov)[ben.rosenbaum@mail.house.gov]; Elizabeth Decker 
(elizabeth.decker@mail.house.gov)[elizabeth.decker@mail.house.gov]; 
mike.naft@mail.house.gov[mike.naft@mail.house.gov]; Arturo Garzon 
(arturo.garzon@mail.house.gov)[arturo.garzon@mail.house.gov]; 
bruce.miller@mail.house.gov[bruce.miller@mail.house.gov]; 
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jason .riederer@mail.house.govUason. riederer@mail.house.gov]; Martin Paris 
(martin.paris@mail.house.gov)[martin.paris@mail.house.gov]; 
stacy.parobek@mail.house.gov[stacy.parobek@mail.house.gov]; 
keith.hughes@mail.house.gov[keith.hughes@mail.house.gov]; Scott Hughes 
(scott.hughes@mail.house.gov)[scott.hughes@mail.house.gov]; Kent Alexander 
(Kent.Aiexander@mail.house.gov)[Kent.Aiexander@mail.house.gov]; Kyle Lykins 
(kyle.lykins@mail.house.gov)[kyle.lykins@mail.house.gov]; Larry Farnsworth 
(larry.farnsworth@mail.house.gov)[larry.farnsworth@mail.house.gov]; Robert Yavor 
(robert.yavor@mail.house.gov)[robert.yavor@mail.house.gov]; Sonia Joya 
(sonia.joya@mail.house.gov)[sonia.joya@mail.house.gov] 
Cc: PerezSullivan, Margot[PerezSullivan.Margot@epa.gov]; Keener, Biii[Keener.Bill@epa.gov]; 
Zito, Kelly[ZITO.KELL Y@EPA.GOV]; Levine, Carolyn[Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov]; Salazar, 
Matt[Salazar. Matt@epa .gov]; Karlson, Kristine[Karlson. Kristine@epa.gov]; Johnson, 
Kathleen[Johnson.Kathleen@epa.gov] 
Bee: Maier, Brent[Maier.Brent@epa.gov] 
From: Maier, Brent 
Sent: Tue 6/21/2016 3:43:20 PM 
Subject: Joint EPA/DOJ Press Release: United States Settles with Trader Joe's to Reduce Ozone­
Depleting and Greenhouse Gas Emissions at Stores Nationwide 

Dear Colleagues: 

The following joint EPA/DOJ press release is being issued today by the EPA Region IX 
press office. If you have questions or need any additional information, please give me a 
call. 

Regards, 

Brent Maier 
Congressional Liaison 
Telephone: 415.947.4256 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
ENRD 

TUESDAY, JUNE 21, 2016 
514-2007 

544-5309 

EPA CONTACT 

(202) 

TTY (866) 
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UNITED STATES SETTLES WITH TRADER JOE'S TO REDUCE OZONE­
DEPLETING AND GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS AT STORES NATIONWIDE 

SAN FRANCISCO- The national grocery store chain Trader Joe's Company has 
agreed to reduce emissions of potent greenhouse gases from refrigeration equipment at 
453 of its stores under a proposed settlement with the U.S. Department of Justice and 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to resolve alleged violations of the Clean 
Air Act. Under the settlement, Trader Joe's will spend an estimated $2 million over the 
next three years to reduce coolant leaks from refrigerators and other equipment and 
improve company-wide compliance. The company will also pay a $500,000 civil 
penalty. 

The United States alleged that Trader Joe's violated the Clean Air Act by failing to 
promptly repair leaks of R-22, a hydrochlorofluorocarbon (HCFC) that is an ozone­
depleting substance and potent greenhouse gas used as a coolant in refrigerators. The 
company also failed to keep adequate servicing records of its refrigeration equipment 
and failed to provide information about its compliance record. 

"By reducing the amount of ozone depleting refrigerants and potent greenhouse gasses 
released into the atmosphere, this settlement will assist our efforts to control these two 
major global environmental problems," said Assistant Attorney General John C. Cruden 
of the Department of Justice's Environment and Natural Resources Division. "The 
consent decree will also help assure Trader Joe's future compliance with the Clean Air 
Act, by requiring heightened auditing, leak monitoring, centralized computer 
recordkeeping, and searchable electronic reporting to EPA" 

Trader Joe's will now implement a corporate refrigerant compliance management 
system to comply with federal stratospheric ozone regulations and to detect and repair 
leaks through a new quarterly leak monitoring program. In addition, Trader Joe's will 
achieve and maintain an annual corporate-wide average leak rate of 12.1 percent 
through 2019, well below the grocery store sector average of 25 percent. The company 
must also use non-ozone depleting refrigerants at all new stores and major remodels 
and at least 15 of these stores must use advanced refrigerants, such as carbon dioxide 
which have significantly less global warming potential compared to typical refrigerants. 
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"Some of the refrigerants now in use by Trader Joe's are up to 4,700 times more potent 
than carbon dioxide," said Acting Regional Administrator Alexis Strauss for EPA's 
Pacific Southwest. "Today's settlement will affect all of Trader Joe's current and new 
stores to prevent the release of approximately 31,000 metric tons of carbon-equivalent 
greenhouse gases." 

The total estimated greenhouse gas emissions reductions from this settlement are equal 
to the amount from over 6,500 passenger vehicles driven in one year, the C02 
emissions from 33 million pounds of coal burned, or the carbon sequestered by 25,000 
acres of forests in one year. 

EPA regulations issued under the Clean Air Act require that owners or operators of 
commercial refrigeration equipment that contain over 50 pounds of ozone-depleting 
refrigerants repair any leaks within 30 days. Damage to the ozone layer results in 
dangerous amounts of cancer-causing ultraviolet solar radiation, increasing skin 
cancers and cataracts. R-22 is also a potent greenhouse gas with 1 ,800 times more 
global warming potential than carbon dioxide. Approximately one-quarter of Trader 
Joe's equipment units use hydrofluorocarbon (HFC) refrigerants that are non-ozone­
depleting, but have a high global warming potential. An added benefit of repairing 
refrigerant leaks is improved energy efficiency of the system which can save electricity. 

The settlement is the third in a series of national grocery store refrigerant cases, 
including cases previously filed against Safeway Inc. and Costco Wholesale Corp. 
Today's settlement also supports the goals of President Obama's Climate Action Plan 
by reducing HFC emissions, as well as EPA's proposal under Section 608 of the Clean 
Air Act that aims to update requirements and improve refrigerant management practices 
for refrigerants that are greenhouse gases, but not ozone-depleting, such as HFCs. 
This is the first EPA settlement with requirements to repair leaks of HFCs in order to 
further reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

Trader Joe's, headquartered in Monrovia, California, is a privately held chain of 
specialty grocery stores in the U.S., with 461 stores located in 43 states and 
Washington, D.C. and 2014 revenues of $9.38 billion. 
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The settlement was lodged today in the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of 
California and is subject to a 30-day public comment period and final court approval. It 
will be available for viewing at~~~==~~~~=~=~== 

For More information on the Presidents Climate Action Plan, please visit: 

### 

Brent Maier 

Congressional Liaison 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region IX 

75 Hawthorne St. (OPA-3) 

San Francisco, CA 94105 

Ph: 415.947.4256 
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